
 
 

 
 

ISSN 2381-2400 
 

www.ncis.org                                                                                                  ISSN 2381-2400 
 

Volume 9 (forthcoming 2022) 

 
 

                                            
 

Editorial Board 
 

Shelby Shapiro, Ph.D. (General Editor)   tis@ncis.org 

Amanda Haste, Ph.D. (Humanities Editor) amanda.haste@ncis.org 

Joan Cunningham Ph.D. (STEM Editor) jcunningham@ncis.org 

Annie Rehill, Ph.D. annie.rehill@ncis.org 
 Patricia Silver, Ph.D. patricia.silver@ncis.org 

Tim R. Woolley, Ph.D. t.r.woolley.00@cantab.net 

   OPEN  ACCESS 
 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 

TIS The Independent Scholar 

 A peer-reviewed interdisciplinary journal 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


  
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 

 
 

 
 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
 

Joan Cunningham (Ph.D. Public Health: Epidemiology) is a cancer epidemiologist, recently retired from the Medical 
University of South Carolina. She holds an MSc (Biology: aquatic eco-embryology) from the University of Guelph, 
Ontario, Canada and Ph.D. (Public Health: epidemiology) from the University of Texas School of Public Health (Houston). 
Her work focuses on racial disparities in breast cancer, and non-pharmacological mitigation of cancer treatment side 
effects. She also gives invited lectures on cancer epidemiology to the graduate program at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at San Antonio, Texas. 
 
Amanda Haste (Ph.D. Musicology; Dip.Trans.IoLET) is a British musicologist and academic translator whose research 
interests include identity construction through music and language. She is a member of the Chartered Institute of 
Linguists and teaches courses in Translation and in English for Specific Purposes at Aix-Marseille University, France. 
Her research has been published in leading journals and books by major editors, and she co-authored Constructing 
Identity in an Age of Globalization (Paris: Ex Modio, 2015); and her awards include the Louise Dyer Award for research 
into British music, and the Elizabeth Eisenstein Essay Prize (2018). 
 
Annie Rehill (Ph.D. Modern French Studies, MFA) specializes in the literature and history of Francophone Canada, 
focusing on intercultural expressions and implications. Most recently she has studied Métis literature and art. Previous 
work in ecocriticism centered on representations of the Canadian coureur de bois figure, and on Francophone 
Caribbean writings. Her publications include “Le Travail dans la nature canadienne: L’Équilibre (et le déséquilibre) 
humain tel qu’il est représenté par Louis Goulet et Joseph-Charles Taché” (2018); “An Ecocritical Reading of Joseph-
Charles Taché’s Forestiers et voyageurs” (2018); Backwoodsmen As Ecocritical Motif in French Canadian Literature 
(2016); and “Inscriptions of Nature from Guadeloupe, Haiti, and Martinique” (2015).   
 
Shelby Shapiro (Ph.D. American Studies), the General Editor of The Independent Scholar, served for many years as 
the English-language editor of Tsum punkt/To the Point, the magazine of Yiddish of Greater Washington, as well as 
for its predecessor publication. He is currently Associate Editor of Records of the State of Connecticut. His Ph.D. 
dissertation dealt with acculturation and American Jewish women in the Yiddish press ; he is a Yiddish-English 
translator, and his research interests include Jazz and Blues (having presented jazz radio programs for nine years), the 
labor movement, the First World War, and immigrant anarchism. 
 
Patricia Silver (Ph.D. Anthropology) is a sociocultural anthropologist whose research has centered on the Puerto 
Rican diaspora in the U.S. states. Her publications have appeared in American Ethnologist; CENTRO Journal of the 
Center for Puerto Rican Studies; Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power; Op. Cit.: Revista del Centro de 
Investigaciones Históricas; Southern Cultures; Memory Studies; and Latino Studies. Her book, Sunbelt Diaspora: Race, 
Class, and Latino Politics in Puerto Rican Orlando was published in 2020. 
 
Tim Woolley (Ph.D. Theology) is a British Methodist minister and adjunct lecturer at Cliff College, tutor for the 
Methodist E-Academy and the Oxford University Department of Continuing Education, and research associate of Wesley 
House, Cambridge. He researches 19C British Methodism, the Holiness Movement, Revivalism and Nonconformity and 
has co-written Mission Shaped Intro (2nd ed.) for Fresh Expressions of Church and Talking of God and Worship: Leading 
and Preaching for The Methodist Church in Britain.  
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS 
All members of NCIS and their affiliated Partner Group organizations are cordially invited to submit manuscripts to The 
Independent Scholar (TIS). We welcome submissions in the form of traditional essays as well as creative or artistic 
material on any topic that will appeal to our members. Your manuscript may be presented in the TIS house style and 
should be referenced according to APA style. It should conform to the academic standards demanded by NCIS and will 
be subjected to a robust peer review process. Please consult the submission guidelines before submitting material, but 
if you have any queries don’t hesitate to contact the relevant member of the TIS Editorial Board. Manuscripts and queries 
should be sent to the General Editor at tis@ncis.org.  
If you have a book you would like reviewed, or you would like to offer to review a book, please email the Book Review 
Editor on reviews@ncis.org. As a guide to length and content, you can download previous reviews from 
https://www.ncis.org/book-reviewsthe-independent-scholar-tis. 
 

About NCIS  
The National Coalition of Independent Scholars is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation (est. 1989) which supports 
independent scholars worldwide and provides them with a valuable scholarly community. 
NCIS represents independent scholars from every continent and in many disciplines in STEM and the Humanities. Its 
members include unaffiliated scholars, adjunct and part-time faculty, emeritus professors, graduate students, 
researchers, artists and curators. The benefits of membership are many, but the great benefit of joining NCIS is 
affiliation with an internationally recognized intellectual society. 
Today, NCIS is an international organization whose members hail from many countries and pursue diverse fields of 
study in a variety of disciplines. This is the population NCIS proudly serves. 
 

Member Benefits 
NCIS MEMBERSHIP offers opportunities for travel and research grants, member discounts and academic support.  
FREE MEMBER RESOURCES include your own member profile page, an NCIS.org email address, and NCIS letters of 
introduction. 

ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES include publication in and/or peer reviewing for The Independent Scholar, 
book reviewing (or having your own academic book reviewed), free webinars and access to resources on academic skills 
such as presenting conference papers, chairing conference sessions, and publishing your work.  

GRANT AWARDS for which members may apply include NCIS Conference Support Grants and NCIS Research Grants 
(six awards per year) and the annual Elizabeth Eisenstein Essay Prize. External grant awards can also be administered by 
NCIS thanks to our 501(c)3 status. More information on all these can be found at www.ncis.org/grants. 

MEMBER DISCOUNTS are offered for JSTOR Journal Access and Nota Bene referencing software, and also on 
Professional Writing and Translation Services from NCIS members.  

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES include discussion groups on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, collegial support services, 
regional and online member gatherings, and international NCIS Conferences at major academic institutions. 
 

Find us, follow us, friend us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, H-Scholar and Academia. 
 

www.ncis.org 

Disclaimer Although the articles presented in The Independent Scholar have been subjected 
to a robust peer review process to ensure scholarly integrity, the views expressed by 
contributors are not necessarily those of the TIS editorial board or of NCIS. 
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Beyond Truman: Robert H. Ferrell and Crafting the Past : 
Douglas A. Dixon: Amazon.co.uk: Books 

 

 
 

 
Review by Gloria Montebruno Saller. Review first published online 21 April 2022 and will appear in 
Volume 9 of The Independent Scholar. 
 
 

In his book Beyond Truman: Robert H. Ferrell and 
Crafting the Past, Douglas A. Dixon provides a personal 
and professional portrait of his mentor. Dixon wrote 
this book for several reasons. First, he wanted to 
understand how Ferrell approached the past and 
“evaluate his work against that of emerging 
conceptions of the fields” (127). Dixon was also 
interested in exploring “how Ferrell’s experience, 
scholarship, and professional approach fit in with the 
evolution of professional practice among more 
celebrated past masters during his lifetime” (127). On a 
personal level, Dixon was interested in learning more 
about Ferrell the man, the teacher, the husband, the 
historian, the activist, thus getting to a better 
understanding of how Ferrell’s life experiences “might 
inform his craft and topical orientation” (127).  

The book is organized in three parts and each part 
comprises two chapters. Part One, “Three Vignettes,” 
details Ferrell’s undergraduate and graduate education, 
with emphasis on his unexpected admittance to 
graduate school at Yale in the department of history. 
Dixon then describes Ferrell’s WWII experience as a  

 
 
 
lowly enlistee who was dispatched to Cairo, Egypt and 
besides enjoying traveling the Middle East, North Africa, 
England, and France, he did not see much action during 
the three years he was enlisted. In letters to his parents, 
Ferrell launches into descriptive and lengthy accounts 
of the historical sites he visited`. The third vignette of 
Part One is a description of Ferrell’s encounter with his 
future wife, Lila Sprout, who was one of his 
undergraduate students at Michigan State College in 
fall 1952. 

In Part Two, “Beginnings and Scholar-Activist,” Dixon 
first looks at Ferrell’s early years: birthplace, religious 
formation, boyhood activities, which “provided the 
geological formations mixed with personality that 
crystalized into Indiana University’s distinguished 
historian” (49). In other words, to understand Ferrell, 
one must understand the man and his times. Rooted in 
northern Ohio culture, Ferrell made his own many of 
his parents’ lessons, values, and biases. And although 
“the history of his early years could not predict later 
thoughts and actions,” it did provide “a framework to 
understand who he would become and how he would 
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engage the historian’s craft” (66). Ferrell was an activist 
“as scholar, teacher, and private citizen” (71). In Chapter 
4, “Dear Senator Taft, ‘Heads Ought to Roll,’” Dixon 
provides a rounded description of Ferrell as an activist 
on multiple fronts. For example, as a teacher, he was an 
advocate of reforming the education system from 
within (85). When describing Ferrell as an activist 
scholar/historian, Dixon invites his readers to go 
beyond the decades old “history and objectivity” 
debate and consider how Ferrell’s historical interest in 
Truman’s presidency happened by chance (75) and 
colored his profession as a historian. Yet, was Ferrell 
always objective in his multi-faceted portrayal of the 
thirty-third US President? According to Dixon, not 
always. 

Part Three, “Distinctions,” comprises a chapter on 
“Ferrell-related historiography, his world of historians, 
his times and contributions” (Chapter 5), and the last 
concluding chapter, “Then and Now,” which Dixon uses 
to explain the reasons behind writing this book. 

From Dixon’s book, we also learn Ferrell was a very 
prolific author: he wrote or edited 60 books and most 
of them after he retired. Dixon uses a postmodern 
approach in his description of Ferrell as a historian. As 
much as Farrell himself despised and denigrated the 
postmodern canon and tenets, Dixon in a crafty way 
intertwines empiricist historiography with postmodern 
historiographical strategies to provide us with an 
intriguing personal and professional portrait of his 
mentor. Dixon accessed Ferrell’s personal letters and 
Papers; he interviewed Ferrell’s daughter, family 
members and friends. As he writes in his “Introduction,” 
his book does bring to the fore “in a personal way the 
ongoing struggles that producing history can present 
to the storyteller” (xviii). 

Dixon’s book is the first on Robert H. Ferrell, 
distinguished professor of history at Indiana University, 
and it is a tribute to his mentor who was, in his words 
and in the words of many of his former students, not 
only a skilled historian but also a great and effective 
educator.  

 

 

 

 

 

In his attempt to mix and blend personal anecdotes 
with records of professional pursuits and achievements; 
and in his attempt to engage with current and past 
historiographical methodologies of inquiries, Dixon 
weaves a somehow intricate web of information on 
Ferrell, thus leaving this reader wondering whether the 
book could benefit from a more cohesive and effective 
organization. For example, why conveying in the last 
chapter of the book the reasons behind writing this 
monograph? Moreover, why isn’t Chapter 3, the 
chapter describing Ferrell’s childhood, at the beginning 
of the book? And then there is Chapter 5, 
“Traditionalists, Debunkers, and Revisionism.” This 
chapter is a book proposal and constricting so much 
information in about thirty pages does not do justice 
either to the field of history itself or to Ferrell’s 
contributions to history and historiography. Although 
this is not a text for a general audience, US historians, 
graduate students of US history, and Ferrell’s friends 
and foes will enjoy reading this book.  

 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Gloria Montebruno Saller (Ph.D. East Asian 
Languages and Cultures) is a Research Scholar in Japan 
Studies. Her current research focuses on the history of 
Japanese and Japanese American Atomic Bomb 
survivors residing in the United States and their social 
activism through CABSUS (Committee of Atomic Bomb 
Survivors, United States) and ASA (American Society of 
Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-Bomb Survivors). Currently, she 
serves as the Honorary Director and Historian of the 
American Society of Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-Bomb 
Survivors in Los Angeles, California. 
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