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EDITORIAL BOARD

Joan Cunningham (Ph.D. Public Health: Epidemiology) is a cancer epidemiologist, recently retired from the
Medical University of South Carolina. She holds an MSc (Biology: aquatic eco-embryology) from the
University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada and Ph.D. (Public Health: epidemiology) from the University of Texas
School of Public Health (Houston). Her work focuses on racial disparities in breast cancer, and non-
pharmacological mitigation of cancer treatment side effects. She also gives invited lectures on cancer
epidemiology to the graduate program at the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio,
Texas.

Amanda Haste (Ph.D. Musicology; Dip.Trans.IoLET) is a British musicologist and academic translator
whose research interests include identity construction through music and language. She is a member of
the Chartered Institute of Linguists and teaches courses in Translation and in English for Specific Purposes
at Aix-Marseille University, France. She co-authored Constructing Identity in an Age of Globalization (Paris:
Ex Modio, 2015) and her monograph Music & Identity in Twenty-First-Century Monasticism was
pubmished by Routledge in 2023. Her awards include the Louise Dyer Award for research into British
music, and the Elizabeth Eisenstein Essay Prize (2018).

Jordan Lavender (Ph.D. Spanish Linguistics) teaches Spanish and Latin American History at Pomfret School
in Pomfret, CT and has conducted research on the use of minority languages on Twitter in Spain,
bilingualism in the linguistic landscapes of Azogues, Ecuador, and forms of address in Ecuadorian Spanish,
based on ethnographic research in both online and offline contexts.

Annie Rehill (Ph.D. Modern French Studies, MFA) specializes in the literature and history of Francophone
Canada, focusing on intercultural expressions and implications. Most recently she has studied Métis
literature and art. Previous work in ecocriticism centered on representations of the Canadian coureur de
bois figure, and on Francophone Caribbean writings. Her publications include “Le Travail dans la nature
canadienne: L'Equilibre (et le déséquilibre) humain tel qu'il est représenté par Louis Goulet et Joseph-
Charles Taché” (2018); “An Ecocritical Reading of Joseph-Charles Taché’s Forestiers et voyageurs' (2018);
Backwoodsmen As Ecocritical Motif in French Canadian Literature (2016); and "Inscriptions of Nature from
Guadeloupe, Haiti, and Martinique” (2015).

Shelby Shapiro (Ph.D. American Studies), the General Editor of 7he Independent Scholar, served for many
years as the English-language editor of 7sum punkt/To the Point the magazine of Yiddish of Greater
Washington, as well as for its predecessor publication, and was Associate Editor of Record’s of the State of
Connecticut from 2012 to 2021. His Ph.D. dissertation dealt with acculturation and American Jewish
women in the Yiddish press; he is a Yiddish-English translator, and his research interests include Jazz and
Blues (having presented jazz radio programs for nine years), the labor movement, the First World War,

and immigrant anarchism.
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

All members of NCIS and their affiliated Partner Group organizations are cordially invited to submit manuscripts to 7he
Independent Scholar (TIS). We welcome submissions in the form of traditional essays as well as creative or artistic
material on any topic that will appeal to our members. Your manuscript may be presented in the TIS house style and
should be referenced according to APA style. It should conform to the academic standards demanded by NCIS and will
be subjected to a robust peer review process. Please consult the_submission guidelines before submitting material, but

if you have any queries don't hesitate to contact the relevant member of the TIS Editorial Board. Manuscripts and queries
should be sent to the General Editor at tis@ncis.org.

If you have a book you would like reviewed, or you would like to offer to review a book, please email the Book Review
Editor on reviews@ncis.org. As a guide to length and content, you can download previous reviews from
https://www.ncis.org/book-reviewsthe-independent-scholar-tis.

About NCIS

The National Coalition of Independent Scholars is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation (est. 1989) which supports
independent scholars worldwide and provides them with a valuable scholarly community.

NCIS represents independent scholars from every continent and in many disciplines in STEM and the Humanities. Its
members include unaffiliated scholars, adjunct and part-time faculty, emeritus professors, graduate students,
researchers, artists and curators. The benefits of membership are many, but the great benefit of joining NCIS is
affiliation with an internationally recognized intellectual society.

Today, NCIS is an international organization whose members hail from many countries and pursue diverse fields of
studly in a variety of disciplines. This is the population NCIS proudly serves.

Member Benefits
NCIS MEMBERSHIP offers opportunities for travel and research grants, member discounts and academic support.

FREE MEMBER RESOURCES include your own member profile page, an NCIS.org email address, and NCIS letters of
introduction.

ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES include publication in and/or peer reviewing for The Independent Scholar,
book reviewing (or having your own academic book reviewed), free webinars and access to resources on academic skills
such as presenting conference papers, chairing conference sessions, and publishing your work.

GRANT AWARDS for which members may apply include NCIS Conference Support Grants and NCIS Research Grants
(six awards per year) and the annual Elizabeth Eisenstein Essay Prize. More information on all these can be found at
www.ncis.org/grants.

MEMBER DISCOUNTS are offered for JSTOR Journal Access and Nota Bene referencing software, and also on
Professional Writing and Translation Services from NCIS members.

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES include discussion groups on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, collegial support services,
regional and online member gatherings, and international NCIS Conferences at major academic institutions.

Find us, follow us, friend us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, H-Scholar and Academia.

www.ncis.org

Disclaimer Although the articles presented in 7he Independent Scholar have been subjected
to a robust peer review process to ensure scholarly integrity, the views expressed by
contributors are not necessarily those of the TIS editorial board or of NCIS.
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illness in our genes?
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$54.99 (paperback),

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-21866-9

Review by Kevin Hans Waitkuweit, was first published online 27 November 2023 and will appear in

Volume 10 of The Independent Scholar.

Patrick Hahn's Madness and Genetic Determinism
provides a compelling view of genetics in medicine
through several historical and contemporary case
studies. His argument outlines the connection between
genetics and mental illness/differences: particularly
schizophrenia. In a past review of Hahn's monograph,
Colin Ross (2020)" points to the books value to readers
interested in the intersection of genetics and
schizophrenia.

Hahn's thesis explores the complicated connections
between heredity and mental illness. Using
schizophrenia as a case study, he outlines how the
arguments for genetic and biological heredity of
schizophrenia results in two potential outcomes: either
multiple mental illnesses have genetic/biological
origins, or another factor is the cause. To prove his
point, Hahn provides a robust narrative of the socio-
historical complexities that encompass the integration

" Colin A. Ross (2020) Madness and genetic determinism. Is
mental illness in our genes?, Psychosis, 12:3, 300-301, DOL
10.1080/17522439.2019.1700300

of genetics as a mainstay for psychiatric discussions of
schizophrenia.

Through discussing the history of genetics Madness
and Genetic Determinism does a wonderful job of
incorporating the social elements that impact mental
illnesses like schizophrenia such as the importance of
social environmental factors to the formation of mental
strains as well as the socio-historical factors of
psychiatry that still inform the nature of how
schizophrenia is viewed in contemporary psychiatric
discourse.

Tracing early work on mental illness in American
psychiatry to European researchers, Hahn intertwines
the complex story of medicine with the individuals
involved in particular case studies that came to inform
psychiatric conceptualizations of schizophrenia. His
argument throughout the monograph provides a
much-needed critique to the absolutism of diagnostics

Review: Patrick Hahn — Madness and Genetic Determinism
First published online 27 November 2023. To be published in a forthcoming issue of The Independent Scholar.
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and offers tools for readers to take a critical reflection
on the complexities that exists around psychiatry and
genetics as they relate to schizophrenia. In reading
Madness and Genetic Determinism Hahn provides a
clear and valid critique of psychiatry through the socio-
historical narrative of genetics as it is applied to
schizophrenia. The holistic approach Hahn takes shows
great care and offers a template for other scholars
interested in researching the complexity of medical
diagnostics.

Hahn's stance is one that would find some connections
with the concerns voiced through the anti-psychiatry
movement and provides an expansion to the works of
scholars such as Thomas Szasz. Similar to Szasz, the
work of Madness and Genetic Determinism is not a
condemnation of psychiatric discussions around
mental illness but a concern around the need to
understand how social factors function within the
diagnosis and employment of psychiatric means to
address the needs of those with mental illness, like
individuals diagnosed with schizophrenia.

Hahn (2019) stresses the importance of the social
applications of psychiatry, describing how:

“More than forty years ago, psychiatrist Thomas
Szasz noted that in other branches of medicine,
a diagnosis is an explanation for what has
happened to a patient. In psychiatry,
‘schizophrenia’ and other diagnostic labels are
a justification for doing something to a patient.
That, too, has not changed” (p. 156).

The concern around diagnostic labels elucidates how a
medical system can become intertwined with a
patient’s existence. The emphasis on social concern, is
noted in the concluding paragraphs of Hahn's work,
where Hahn (2019) asks psychiatry experts “[w]hat has
the field of psychiatric genetics contributed to man-
kind?” (p.165). The responses offered a varied
discussion of the complexities that exist and the

problems that psychiatry has caused in the world today.

These quotes, especially those related to the history of
psychiatric genetics provide a coda to the historical
undertakings of Hahn's monograph.

2 Benning T. B. (2016). No such thing as mental illness?
Critical reflections on the major ideas and legacy of Thomas

Madness and Genetic Determinism is in essence a
historiography of the interconnectedness between
genetics and mental illness. The work demonstrates the
importance of understanding social and historical
factors that influence the realities of diagnoses. From
connecting the history of genetics in the United States
with eugenics and Nazi views on mental illness, to the
recognition of the highly personal nature that such
medical diagnostics has on the individuals themselves,
Hahn's work offers a prime example of how
individualistic and social factors are interconnected in
the ways in which mental illness is understood in
contemporary US society.

Hahn's view is one that recognizes the ever-growing
nature of genetics in discussions of diagnostics. Where
Szasz famously contested the existence of mental
iliness throughout his career,? Hahn provides a more
nuanced approach. In concluding his treatise on
schizophrenia and genetics, Hahn's focuses on the
sobering reality that psychiatrics and genetics are
complicatedly interconnected. His implications from
his research emphasize the toll of psychiatry on those
diagnosed with schizophrenia as well as the social
impact of deterministic views in psychiatric treatment.
Ultimately, any reader interested in learning more
about the complicated relationship between genetics
and schizophrenia would benefit greatly from reading
Madness and Genetic Determinism. This text would be
beneficial to readers and scholars interested in
psychiatry, disability studies, medical anthropology,
medical history, and medical sociology.

Kevin Hans Waitkuweit is a PhD student in the
Department of Disability and Human Development. His
research interests focus on the social impact of medical
phenomena, with particular attention to meaning-
making process. His research can be found in
publications such as the Journal of Language and
Politics, Context, and Development in Practice. His
forthcoming publications includes a chapter in
Research in Social Science and Disability and he has
contributed a chapter to the forthcoming NCIS Guide
for Independent Scholars. kevinhw@ucla.edu

Szasz. BJPsych bulletin, 406), 292-295, DOL:
10.1192/pb.bp.115.053249

Review: Patrick Hahn — Madness and Genetic Determinism
First published online 27 November 2023. To be published in a forthcoming issue of The Independent Scholar.
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