
Are you an independent 
scholar?

Are you seeking 
affiliation and a      
scholarly home?

Would you welcome 
mentoring, peer support, 

and financial support                       
for your research?

Then come and join                         
your independent                     

scholar community!
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INQUIRIES
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Membership in NCIS provides 
an affiliation and an identity for 
independent scholars worldwide.  

By ‘independent scholar’ we 
mean someone who is actively 
engaged in scholarly research 
but who is not a tenure-track                                 
or tenured professor or does                                       
not have a permanent contract 
at a university. 

This includes hourly-paid 
contingent or adjunct faculty, 
emeritus professors, postgraduate 
students, and those who have 
never held a formal academic 
post but who are actively 
publishing research. 

The National Coalition of Independent 
Scholars is registered in the USA as a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation and                                                                  
operates internationally, with 
members in the United States, Europe, 
Asia, Australia, and Great Britain. 

NCIS represents independent scholars 
from all disciplines, and its members 
include unaffiliated scholars, adjunct 
and part-time faculty, graduate 
students, researchers, artists, and 
curators.  

The benefits of membership are many, 
including practical support in the 
form of an extensive grants program, 
mentoring, and free webinars, but 
the greatest benefit of joining NCIS 
is affiliation with an internationally 
recognized intellectual society. 

Further details can be found on     
www.ncis.org.

NCIS is an affiliate of the American Historical Association

Find us, follow us, friend us...Please join us

H-Scholar



ADVOCACY 
NCIS provides a voice and forum 
for independent scholars across the 
world. With members in almost 30 
countries worldwide, we connect 
independent scholars with one 
another, improve access to research 
libraries, and provide information 
about grants and publishing 
opportunities. 

MEMBERSHIP
NCIS offers two types of membership: 
Full membership (for scholars with 
an established publication record) 
and Associate membership (for Early 
Career Researchers). 

Being a scholar in any field requires 
an original contribution to the 
accumulated knowledge of the 
chosen discipline. Before accepting 
an application for membership 
NCIS reviews the qualifications of 
each membership candidate for 
intellectual contribution, scholarly 
rigor and independent status. As 
a result, membership of NCIS is 
widely accepted as validation of a 
scholar’s credentials.    

Details at www.ncis.org/
membership-levels-qualifications

For more information, please 
contact us at membership@ncis.org

BENEFITS  
• Member Resources

 – NCIS member pages
 – NCIS.org e-mail address
 – NCIS introductory letters
 – Skills mentoring
 – Peer-reviewed open-access 

journal The Independent Scholar

• Grants & Prizes
 – Elizabeth Eisenstein Essay Prize
 – NCIS Research Grants
 – NCIS Conference Support Grants
 – NCIS Research Support Grants
 – David Sonnenschein Award 

(for training & skills development)

 – Amanda Haste Award 
(for e.g. translation, editing, indexing costs)

• Member Discounts
 – JPASS journal access through JSTOR
 – Writing & translation services
 – Referencing software

• Networking Opportunities
 – NCIS Conferences
 – Local meet-up groups
 – Free webinars
 – Facebook
 – Twitter
 – LinkedIn
 – H-Scholar

www.ncis.org

PARTNER GROUPS 
NCIS invites local, national, and 
international organizations of 
independent scholars to become 
partner groups of NCIS. Partner 
groups support the mission of NCIS 
but manage their organizations 
independently. Members of Partner 
groups may have their books 
reviewed, submit articles to our peer-
reviewed, open-access journal, and 
attend NCIS events for a reduced fee. 

Current Partner groups include: 
• Forum for Independent Research 

Endeavours (FIRE-UK) (United Kingdom)
• Independent Researchers in France / 

Chercheurs indépendants en France 
(IRF/CIF) (France) 

• Independent Scholars Association of 
Australia (Canberra, Australia)

• Institute for Historical Study                 
(Berkeley, CA)

• Minnesota Independent Scholars’ 
Forum (Minneapolis, MN)

• Northwest Independent Scholars 
Association (Portland, OR)

• Princeton Research Forum                   
(Princeton, NJ)

• San Diego Independent Scholars                                            
(San Diego, CA)
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